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Indian Captive Book Review 
	Introduction 
Lois Lenski’s “Indian Captive: The Story of Mary Jemison” is a biographical novel targeting young readers. The book narrates the story of Mary Jemison as a reflection of the war between the French and British empires in North America. The book published in 1941 by HarperCollins Publishers synthesizes the French- Indian War in North America and present to the target audience without incorporating sensitive issues. “Indian Captive: The Story of Jemison” is great for children as it provides them with an insight into one of the iconic statues in Letchworth State Park. The book is a children's literature masterpiece that provides target readers with historical insights into the contemporary environment.
Plot Summary 
The setting of the first section of the book is central and western Pennsylvania. Fort Duquesne is the current Pittsburg. It starts with a story of a twelve-year-old Mary Jemison who lives with her family on the farm in Pennsylvania. In 1758, a group of warriors invaded their farm and held her family captive. The invaders separated Mary from her family and held her captive, forcing her to travel with them. They gave her an Indian as part of their effort to change her identity. Mary forcefully traveled with invaders to Southern Ohio before settling in Seneca village, Genesee River- the present-day western New York. 
Mary’s life in Seneca was challenging as she struggled to fit in the new cultural environment. She missed her family and made several attempts to escape the village, but they were futile. Notably, the Indian showed kindness to her and tried to help her adapt to their culture, including naming her “Corn Tassel.” Mary made friends with Indian girls as she tried to integrate into the new culture. Regardless, she felt lonely as she missed her family and was different from others in the community. The book ends with Mary being allowed to leave the Indian family to join her fellow whites. However, she opted to stay in Seneca since she could not trace her family. 
Book Analysis 
Lenski uses the story of Mary Jemison to explore the historical conflict between the French and Indians in North America. The French-Indian War in North America was part of the larger that pitted France and Britain as two empires expanded their global influence. Lenski uses Jemison's story to show the human sufferings caused by the conflict in the current US. The author focuses on a single person to explore the historical events, making the story relatable to the young readers. The book has an element of personalization of the war experience by adopting Jemison’s life. The technique enables the reader to visualize the effects of the French-Indian War on innocent civilians. Lenski’s technique makes the book an enjoyable read to the target audience.
Additionally, Lenski appreciates the book's audience and adopts narration techniques that make the piece fun. The author adopts third-person narration in the book, which makes the reader act like an observer of the incidents. Also, the use of direct quotations makes the story engaging, hence breaking the monotony. Lenski’s third-person narration is effective in making the reader feel part of the story. The technique makes the book an enjoyable piece.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lenski’s “Indian Captive: The Story of Mary Jemison” is an interesting piece that adopts effective techniques to teach children French-Indian War. The use of simple language, logical flow of ideas, and third-person narration make the book fun to read. Lenski’s book meets the expectations by using personal story to explore the effects of the French-Indian War. 
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